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have a warm reception, from the people there - a shower of foot-
stools shied at his head and breaking on his ribs/
With that he passed by and, as he did so, the fool landed a kick
on Odysseus' hip, failing, however, to thrust him off the path,
so firm was his stance. Odysseus was in two minds whether to
let out at the fellow and kill him with his staffer to tackle him by
the waist and dash his head on the ground. In the end he had the
hardihood to control himself. It was the swineherd who faced
up to Melantheus and denounced him.
' Nymphs of the Fountain, Daughters of Zeus,' he cried, rais-
ing up his hands in earnest prayer,' if ever Odysseus made you a
burnt-offering of the thighs of rams or kids wrapped up in their
rich fat, grant me my wish that he himself may be brought back
to us by the hand of heaven. He'd soon cure you, sir, of all the
swaggering ways you have picked up since you took to loaf-
ing round the town and leaving bad shepherds to ruin your
flocks.'
6 Hear how the vicious mongrel snarls!' retorted the goatherd
Melantheus.(I'll pack him off one day from Ithaca in a big black
ship and make my fortune by him. As for Odysseus, I wish I
could make as sure that Telemachus should fall this very day in
the palace to Apollo's silver bow or at the Suitors' hands, as I am
certain that any chance of his father's coming home has been
disposed of far away from here.'
With this last shot he left them to pursue their leisurely way,
while he himself stepped out and was soon at the king's house,
where he went straight in and joined the Suitors, taking a seat
opposite Eurymachus, his favourite. The waiters helped him to
the roast, and the staid housekeeper brought bread and gave him
some to eat.
Meanwhile Odysseus and his trusty swineherd had arrived;
but they paused for a moment outside when the notes from a
well-made lyre came to their ears. For Phemius was just pre-
paring to give the company a song. ' Eumaeus,' said Odysseus
taking the swineherd by the arm, * this must surely be Odysseus'
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